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the rest of his dominions; and that could not in all
probability be accomplished without an appeal to arms.
The Great Powers might possibly be induced to coerce
Turkey, if they saw some great and beneficial object to
be gained thereby; but they would hardly face the
dangers of an attack upon the Sick Man for the proble-
matical good to be gained by the neutralization of
Egypt.

We have now completed the examination of the
plans which have been proposed with a view to a
settlement of the legal and political difficulties which
surround the Suez Canal question; and we have seen
that though their object is the admirable one of securing
the canal for all time as a peaceful highway, they are all
either inadequate in scope or impracticable in working.
Moreover none of them deal with the commercial
difficulties arising from the privileged position of the
Suez Canal Company. As a means of solving both
branches of the problem at one and the same time,
while avoiding the objections which are fatal to other
schemes, I venture to .suggest the creation of an Oriental
Belgium of minute proportions, extending along the
whole length of the canal, and to a considerable distance
on either side of it The new state would as a matter
of course exercise territorial jurisdiction over the canal;
and the management and control of the traffic should
be placed in its hands under the conditions set forth in
the following pages. Like Belgium it should be pledged
never to resort to hostilities except in defence of its own
frontier, and the Great Powers should bind themselves
to refrain from attacking it, and to guarantee its safety
from external foes. The Prince, who should be an
hereditary Constitutional ruler, might be appointed in